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Santa Maria Valley public school districts 
Enrollment by Ethnicity 2023-24

Total 
enrollment 

32,220

Source: Dataquest, CDE



Santa Maria Valley public school districts 
10-year enrollment trends

Source: Dataquest, CDE



SB County Demographics by Student Group
English Learners

Most recent data: 2023-24
Free and Reduced-Price Meals

Most recent data: 2023-24

Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness

Most recent data: 2022-23

Special Education 
Enrollment

Most recent data: 2023-24

25.4%
SB County

18.4%
State

37.9%
SM Valley

12.9%
SB County

4.1%
State

22.16%
SM Valley

14.2%
SB County

14.3%
State

11.8%
SM Valley

67.1%
SB County

67.1%
State

79.4%
SM Valley

Source: Dataquest, CDE



High School Graduation Rate
Most recent data: 2023-24

College-Going Rate
Most recent data: 2021-22

*Five-year cohort graduation rate & college going rates for Santa Maria Valley 
includes Orcutt Academy and Santa Maria Joint Union high schools 

Source: Dataquest, CDE



Preparing students for future success

5,000+ SM Valley
students enrolled in 

a CTE course  

Source: SARC reports

CTE Pathways available 
in Santa Maria Valley

5,000
+14



Current Pathways in Santa Maria Valley

Information, 
Communication, Tech

3 campuses

Agriculture & Natural 
Resources

4 campuses

Health Science &
Medical Tech
2 campuses

Manufacturing & 
Product Development

2 campuses

● Arts, Media, & Entertainment
● Education, Child Dev, & Family 

Services 
● Information, Communication, Tech
● Agriculture & Natural Resources 
● Building & Construction Trades
● Business & Finance
● Engineering & Architecture
● Fashion & Interior Design
● Health Science & Medical Tech
● Hospitality, Tourism, & Recreation
● Manufacturing & Product 

Development
● Marketing, Sales, & Services 
● Transportation
● Energy, Environment, & Utilities

14 pathways including:



Apprenticeship programs in Santa Barbara County

UA Plumbers & Pipefitters
Local Union 114
Apprenticeship Program

Tri-Counties Sheet Metal
Workers JATC

Santa Barbara County Joint
Electrical Apprenticeship
Program

Southwest Mountain States
Carpenters Training Fund

Santa Barbara County Education
Office Early Childhood Education
(ECE) Apprenticeship Program



● All American Screen Printing
● Angstrom Designs
● Aptitude Medical Systems, Inc
● Babe Farms
● Blast 825
● Carpenter's Union
● Commercial Fishermen of SB
● Diani Companies
● Engel & Gray Regional 

Composite Facility
● Family Services Agency
● Mission Hope
● Mob Armor 

2024 - 25 Educator Tours Hosts

● Movement for Life
● Naughty Oak
● PCPA
● Santa Maria Airport
● SB Gift Baskets
● SBCC Allied Nursing Lab
● Skyview Estates
● Sutter/Sansum 

Outpatient Surgery
● Vandenberg Space Force 

Base
● Vere Marketing
● Walkthrough 

Productions



 K12 Strong Workforce Program
2024 - Grant round 7

$1.44 million to SBCEO Consortium

Consortium partners include: all 4 Santa Maria Valley school districts

Focus industry sectors include: 

● Building & Construction trades
● Advanced Manufacturing
● Engineering & Architecture



SBCEO Early Care and Education

$60 
million

Overseen and administered by SBCEO 
in support of quality childcare services 
countywide

Delivered each year for current and 
prospective childcare providers

Operated by SBCEO provided 
accredited childcare to over 380 
children in 2023-24

90 
trainings

11 
centers

In addition to SBCEO’s Early Care and Education 
programs and services, the department manages: 



SBCEO Early Care and Education

More than

4,000 families
served through Alternative 
Payment Program in 2024-25

Assistance Program for subsidized childcare
● Covers childcare costs (Birth - 13 years of age)
● Family choice of care (center; family child care; family, friend, neighbor) 
● Family needs assessment

What is APP? 



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1WG0LzttDyKapBH5xshi-emmpf9kCSkWr/preview




Dr. Emilio M. Handall
Superintendent

Guadalupe Union School District



Cultivating
Excellence

Preparing our students for the future.



State

● Music and Art (Prop 28)

● Enrichment (ELOP)

● Facilities (Jr. High & 
Early Learning Center)

District

● Transitional Kinder (TK)

● Co-Teaching (SWD)

● Preschool (Fall, 2025)

Community

● Measures M & N (2016)

● Measures V & W (2022)

● Gymnasium, Jr. High, 
Early Learning Center 

Investing where the Return on Investment is highest.



Dr. Darren McDuffie
Superintendent

Santa Maria-Bonita School District



Our Mission

Ensuring every student flourishes by 
discovering their passion and purpose



Exercising Self-Determination



Developing the Skills to Maximize Their Fullest Potential



Dr. Holly Edds
Superintendent

Orcutt Union School District



Where excellence shines and 
community thrives

Innovative Excellence



Deep Community Roots        



Driven to Succeed



Antonio Garcia
Superintendent

Santa Maria Joint Union
High School District



Where 
greatness 
grows.













● Academic rigor and achievement
● Screen time, technology usage, cyber safety, social media

○ Artificial Intelligence
○ Cell phone restrictions

● School safety and emergency preparedness
○ Weather events impacting school operations
○ Safety Plans

● Mental health and wellbeing of students and staff
● Political and legislative changes
● Cost of living; workforce housing
● Staffing: recruitment and retention

Big Picture Topics Impacting Public Education



Laura Branch
Ernest Righetti High School 

Santa Maria Joint Union
High School District 

Marc DeBernardi
Santa Maria High School 
Santa Maria Joint Union

High School District 

2024-25
California Agriculture 
Educator of the Year 

2025 Bill Cirone
Heart of Education 

Award Recipient 

Ricardo Gabaldón
Ernest Righetti High School 

Santa Maria Joint Union
High School District 

2025
Santa Barbara County 

Teacher of the Year 



Visit sbceo.org/jointhejourney to watch the series 
and explore opportunities serving students & 

schools across Santa Barbara County



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOR9f_IAUnM


Thank you!


